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and the formation of the Entente with the two great de-
mocracies of the West, a majority of the Russian Press had
become "liberal" in domestic matters, and strongly Anglo-
phil and Francophil in foreign politics. It attacked Ger-
many as the stronghold oi' absolutism and reaction, and as
the instigator and protector of Austrian aggressions in the
Balkans. It demanded that Russian Foreign Ministers
should extend protection and help to the Slavs of the Bal-
kans in their struggle to emancipate themselves from the
Turkish and Hapsburg yoke. It had therefore been very
bitter in condemning Izvolski's Buchlau bargain, which had
placed Orthodox Greek Serbs under Austrian rule. It at-
tacked Germany no less than Austria as the enemy of the
Slav cause. It was this Pan-Slav Press of which Sazonov,
timid by nature and none too secure in his official position,
was in constant fear during the next four years. It drove
him at times into a stronger support of Serbia and a sharper
antagonism to Austria and Germany than he personally
favored himself. It partly accounts for the changeableness
and instability of his policies, which worried France and
England as well as Germany. Pourtales, the shrewd Ger-
man Ambassador at St. Petersburg frequently noted how
Sazonov's attitude seemed to shift, now one way and now
another, in accordance with the rise and fall of the wave
of Pan-Slav Press criticism and the militarist influence of
the Grand Duke Nicholas and his bellicose circle. In fact,
between 1908 and 1914, there was no single topic which was
so frequently a subject of complaint and discussion between
representatives of Germany and Russia as the malign influ-
ence of the Pan-Slav and Pan-German Press in stirring up
bad blood between the two countries. After the Bosnian
Crisis, for instance, "Willy" wrote to "Nicky":
A few weeks ago, when affairs threatened to become
dangerous, your wise and courageous decision secured peace
among the nations. I was most gratified that by my co*